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Pressures 

 Water industry discharges are the biggest contributor of 

phosphorus to Kent’s rivers and lakes, followed by 

agriculture and private sewage treatment plants.

 In 2019, 79% of the rivers and lakes in Kent monitored 

for phosphorus did not meet the required standard for 

good ecological status as set out under the Water 

Framework Directive.  (Compared to 67% of water 

bodies across the South East, and 56% throughout 

England).

 In 2019, 77% of Kent’s groundwater bodies did not meet 

the required WFD standard for good chemical status and 

two groundwater bodies deteriorated, in part due to the 

presence of nitrates in the water.  (Across England, 

nitrates are the most common cause of groundwater 

test failures).
Chalk stream image by South East Rivers Trust



Species findings 

Kent came out top for Important Fungus Areas
within the UK in 2014, (Evans, Marren and Harper, 2014a). 

14 species of vascular plant thought to have gone extinct in Kent 
between 1920 – 2010 have been re-found during the last 10 years

Kent holds ¼ of all spider species red listed as threatened with extinction in Britain (Harvey et al. 2017)

Ants, bees and wasps: 17 aculeate species have been added to the county list, with the majority of these 
being discovered in the last decade. 

Butterflies: No species have been lost in Kent over the last decade. Two of the priority species, Heath 
Fritillary and Duke of Burgundy, have increased in numbers and range.

Moths: Clifden Nonpareil and Dark Crimson Underwing are now breeding in Kent after a long gap.

Birds: 2011-2021 - only two breeding species have been lost, and no species have been added as regular 
breeders, although Black-winged Stilt, Cattle Egret and Red Kite have bred and may be added soon.

Two species of bat have been rediscovered in Kent in the last 10-year period, these are the Lesser 
Horseshoe Bat and the Greater Horseshoe Bat. 





Report Conclusion

Evidence: 

Insufficient evidence has hindered our ability to report on changes over the last ten years. Fit-
for purpose monitoring and evidence must be front and centre of strategies to restore Kent’s 
nature and be resourced appropriately.

Collaboration: 
Challenges and issues can’t be tackled at single organisation or site-scales. We need to work 
together much more closely to deliver real progress and be innovative in our pursuit of 
collective action.

Investment: 
We need to secure greater investment in nature’s recovery, from a wide range of sources. This 
will involve innovating and diversifying income streams and developing new models of 
sustainable financing. We need to reduce competition for resources among our community and 
use evidence to direct investment for the greatest potential impact.

Engagement: 
We need to make our countryside even more accessible, to promote its health and wellbeing 
benefits, and a long-term, meaningful connection with nature that will inspire all to protect and 
respect it.
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